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In partnership with family, parish and the greater community, San Juan Diego Academy educates, mentors and inspires Latino children  
to achieve academic excellence and live their Catholic faith. SJDA graduates become cross-culturally competent servant leaders who  

positively influence our Church, community and the diverse global economy.
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Deportation is a common occurrence within Latino communities everywhere, so how Adam 
Gomez is shouldering the situation tells not only a poignant story, but a familiar one.
Back in 2000, before he was married, Adam’s now wife, Maria 
Canchola,  was apprehended in Holland for driving without a 
license, but failed to appear in court. Over a dozen years later, 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), tracked her down 
in Grand Rapids and readied her for deportation. By now, Adam 
and Maria had three children together plus a teenage daughter 
with intestinal cancer from Maria’s previous marriage. Because 
of the tragic illness of the child, Canchola was granted a stay 
until her daughter’s cancer was in remission. Three years later, 
ICE followed through on its threat and deported Maria, leaving 
her three elementary school-aged boys motherless. Rather 
than joining her in Mexico, Adam has committed to raising 
the children on his own in Grand Rapids. Gomez takes his boys 
and another family’s children to SJDA daily, dropping them 
off at 7 a.m. for breakfast.  Then, he travels  west toward the 
lakeshore where a Latino friend runs a small convenience store 

and connects Adam to day labor jobs. Sometimes it’s driving 
a truck, sometimes pruning blueberry shrubs or minding a 
taco stand.  By 6 p.m., he’s picking up his boys and asking 
them about their school day.  Brian, Osvaldo and Erick are in 
6th, 2nd and 1st grade, respectively, and doing well, although 
the separation from their mother with little hope of a reunion 
remains traumatic.  “They really don’t want to go anywhere else, 
though, “ Gomez says, through his interpreter. “They are content 
here and with a good education they can follow their dreams.  
What more can a father do?  We invest in our children.  They 
are the future.”  Gomez, 49, has been in the U.S. 19 years with 
a legal work permit. In May, he will know whether he qualifies 
for permanent residency.  Gomez is optimistic.  “God has already 
performed many miracles in my life,” he says.  Belonging to the 
San Juan Diego Academy  family is certainly one.  

Dr. Felipe Lopez Sustaita is one quiet, informed, and 
courageous speaker you won’t want to miss when he 
visits San Juan Diego Academy February 12 for a free 
dinner event and panel discussion.
Lopez-Sustaita, 34, was born 
in Mexico and brought here 
as a toddler where he began 
working the migrant farm 
circuit throughout the south and 
midwest while still in middle 
school. A chance meeting with a 
recruiter from MSU, while picking 
fruit in a west Michigan orchard, 
led him to earning a Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Criminal Justice in 2005 
and a Master of Social Work.  He later completed 
a Doctorate in Education with a specialization 
in community college leadership. Today, Lopez-
Sustaita is Executive Director of the Hispanic Latino 
Commission of Michigan, where he is charged 
with traveling the state to galvanize collaboration 
within the Hispanic community, reporting back to 

the governor and other officials 
on the state of Michigan’s Latino 
community whether it be in 
education, the economy or the 
workforce. The father of four 
young boys, Lopez-Sustaita is an 
engaged Catholic practicing within 
Lansing’s Cristo Rey community.  
He has his finger on the pulse 
of the Hispanic community 
statewide and can readily convey 

both its shortcomings and promise as Michigan’s 
fastest growing population. In addition to Dr. 
Sustaita’s remarks, the evening will feature a special 
presentation honoring immigrants within the SJDA 
community who have recently attained residency 
status or citizenship. pre-registration is required. 
Please call (616) 243-1126 to register.

More than 200 Chromebooks and 25 
iPads are coming SJDA’s way thanks to 
Tech Defenders,  
a growing business that refurbishes 
and re-sells more than 25,000 such 
devices each month and has a special 
heart for kids.  “I am really impressed 
with what San Juan Diego Academy 
is doing - how the school transforms 
families and is making a real change 
in the community,” says Tech Defender 
founder, Garry Von Myrr, who grew 
up in Wyoming, not far from the SJDA 
campus. Today, the young entrepreneur 
does business in 43 states and operates a 73,000-square-foot warehouse at 
601 Maryland, NE. The donation is especially needed at SJDA, which has been 
sharing 30 newer Chromebooks among nearly 200 children and operating a 
computer lab with outdated equipment and desktop computers more than a 
decade old. SJDA Principal Rick Muñiz says the donation will allow every child 
computer access throughout the day, and the ipads will be utilized in the early 
grades when young children learn best using the tactile touch screen. Tech 
Defenders, which launched in 2012, has made a commitment not only to SJDA 
but to innovation and the environment.  Its next business foray may well be 
in developing the E-waste market, Von Myrr says, and that’s a lesson SJDA’s 
eco-friendly students will be eager to learn.

Seating at the free dinner event is limited and pre-registration is required by 
calling (616) 243-1126 or register online at http://bit.ly/SJDADinner.



SAINTS ($50,000+)
Kenneth and Edie Muraski 
The Wege Foundation

APOSTLES ($25,000+
The Peter C. & Emajean Cook 

Foundation
Michael and Susan Jandernoa 

DISCIPLES ($10,000+)
Joe and Dawn Erhardt 
Lawrence Sr. and Nancy Erhardt 
Chris and Jamie Kapral 
Jack and Rita Kirkwood 
Bill and Karen Lawrence 
Mercy Health 
Mark and Elizabeth Murray 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Panek 
Thomas Sarb and Ruth Ann Brevitz
Sebastian Foundation 
Daniel and Eileen Vaughan

SAMARITANS ($5,000+)
Maggie Annerino
David and Helene Despres
Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids
Tom and Susan English
Rosa Fraga 
Robert and Elizabeth Heys
Barbara Heys
Mike and Vita LaMora
Mike McElwee
Jeff and Erin Needham
Barbara June Prein 
Steelcase
St. Pius X Church
Jay and Patty Stephen 
Philip and Dawnielle Streng
Mary and Daniel Ursul

FRIENDS ($1000+)
Michael and Jennifer Abramowski 
Scott and Mary Brady 
St. Sebastian Church 
Michael and Katie Cucannan 
Karen Dahl and Richard Machado

Fr. Stephen Dudek
David and Carol Dvorak 
Ronald and Dawn Ford 
Melvin Fox 
Michael and Paula Freed 
Kim and Pamela Gary 
Patrick Greene
Don Heydens 
Mr. and Mrs. Hungerford 
Sid and Cate Jansma
Alison and Jay Lyons 
Marcae Manting and Carrie Sheiner 
Patrick Patton
Tom and Christine Pfenning 
Penny and Jerry Rosema
James Rummel 
Joe and Val Schmieder 
Mark and Nancee Siehling 
Robert and Christine Stander 
Brian and LuAnn Vanderlaan
Stephen and Patricia Vanderlaan
Donna VanHaren 
Harry Weller 

NEIGHBORS ($500+)
Mary Ancona
Donald and Sally Beaudoin 
Dr. Manuel and Connie Brenes
Bryan Foundation
Norm and Rosemary Byrne 
Tom and Nancy Church 
Steve and Mary Cok 
Sue Colligan
Kathleen and George Conrade
Alex and Michelle DeYonker
Dwight G. Frey Sr. 
Ronald and Rosalind Hilary 
Michael Hogan 
Blake and Mary Krueger
Joel and Lee Ann Langlois
Thomas and Dawn McDonald
Robert and Margaret Nault
Bob and Lisa Novosad
Jennifer Renegar 
Kim and Norine Shea 
John and Christine Willemin

GIFTS IN KIND
John and Helen Salan
Knights of Columbus/St. Robert  

of Newminster

IN MEMORIAL
Merideth DeVoe
 Julian Arizola, Sr.
Candy Schalbel Rummel
Stena Hanrahan
Anna Sarb
Juan and Maria Fraga
Tony Amante
Joseph and Agnes Dudek
Josephine Pavlak
Linda Staeven
St. John Paul and Our Lady  

of Czestochowa

Between September 22, 2018 and January 25, 2019, the following organizations and individuals blessed San Juan Diego Academy 
with cash gifts to help lessen the tuition burden for Latino families living in poverty. Thank You

Watch for updates at 
sanjuandiegoacademy.com.

Interested in how to recruit and retain Latino employees, 
or discovering why many professionals prefer a diversified 
workplace? Maybe you want to explore ways to educate children with cultural and economic barriers, discover what it really 
takes to become a U.S. Citizen, or simply better understand where the Church is headed as Latino baptisms explode? Then join the SJDA 
“For Love of Country” discussion Tuesday, February 12 at 7:15 p.m. A top-notch list of panelists will discuss these topics and more followed 
by ample time for audience participation with Q&A.  Desserts will be served.  The event is free and open to the public. 

Second graders learned about reptiles and God’s other 
scaly creatures, thanks to a visit from Pangea, a Grand 
Rapids-based company. 

Fr Dudek blessed every SJDA classroom for the New 
Year with assistance from 5th grader Camila Perez. 


